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SLED CHARGES FORMER BELTON POLICE CHIEF AND HONEA PATH POLICE
OFFICER WITH MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE AND ASSAULT & BATTERY

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) charged former Belton Police Chief
James Ross Richey, 38, and former Honea Path Police Officer Brantley Keith Creel, 37, with
Misconduct in Office on Tuesday, July 14, 2026. SLED also charged Richey with two counts
of Assault & Battery — Third Degree and charged Creel with Assault & Battery — First Degree.
Details can be found in the attached warrants.
Richey and Creel were booked into the Anderson County Detention Center.
The case will be prosecuted by the South Carolina Attorney General’s Office.
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ARREST WARRANT

2026A0410101342

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

@ County/ D Municipality of
Anderson
THE STATE 2025-06403
against
Brantley Keith Creel
Abbeville, SC 29620

Phone: SSN:
Sex: M Race: W Heightt & 208

DLState: g o= G
DOB: -(1988 Agency ORI#: SCLEDO0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division
Prosecuting Officer:  James M Collins - S00179
Offense: Assault / Assault & Battery 1st degree

Ofense Code: 3412
Code/Crdinance Sec:  16-03-0600(C)(1)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ORIGINAL ;oem:“:mng::ew
@ County/ D Municipality of ) AFEFIDAVIT Apr 212063
Anderson

Personally appeared bSefore me the affiant James M Collins whe

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant Brantley Keith Creel
did within this county and state on orabout  4/25/2025
State of South Carolina {or ordinance of County/

in the foilowing particulars:

violate the criminal laws of the

Anderson )

m Municipality of

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Agsault / Assault & Battery 1st degree

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

the Honea Path Police Department, assisted in the arrest and apprehension of After arriving on scene at Q'Neal

Or or about April 25, 2020, in the County of Anderson, SC, the defendant, Officer Brantlei Creel, while employed as an officer with

St., Belton, SC, Creel committed the offense of Assault and Battery 1st Degree, when be w y and unlawfully injure by
means likely to produce great bodily injury. Creel smclﬂm the head and face arca multiple times with the muzzle of 2 rifle
whil as on the grouad, handcuffed, nonresistant, and unable to dcfcnmjﬁvidence is based upon victim and
witness interviews, BWC videos, and other information and evidence obtained under Investigation 2025-06408.

This Warrart 1S CERTIFIED  FOR  SERVICE —m e
D County/ D Municipality of
The accused
1s to be arrested and brought berore  me to be
dealt with according to the law.
t.S)
Slgnature of Judge
Date:
RETURN
A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered to
defendant 9&&/74 cr (C Pt~
on //4 ;W/jf/{g
G 5] stadlo/Law iorcement T
RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
100 South Main Street
Po Box 8002
Anderson, SC 29622
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

Signature of Affiant / m___
s

STATE OF SOUTH GAROLINA — I
@ County/ D Municipality of } Affiants Address  P. O. > 0X 9

) Columbia, SC 29221~
Anderson Affiant's Telephone

ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF TH!S STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
on orabout  4/25/2025 defendant  Brantley Keith Creel
did violate the ctiminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
E County/ D Municipality of Anderson } as set forth below:
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Assault / Assault & Battery Ist degree
Having found probable cause and the above affiant having swom before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
ih to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shail be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
)
) Judge's Address 2404 N, Main St.
Ls) ) Anderson, SC 29621-
y Judge's Telephone  (864)260-4156
. ) issuing Court: @ Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL



ARREST WARRANT

2026A0410101343

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
@ County/ D Municipality of

Anderson
THE STATE 2025-06408
against
Brantley Keith Creel
Address:
Abbeville, SC 29620~

Phone: SSN
Sex: M Race: W Height 6 Weight: 208
DL State: Ne DL#*
DOB: 983 gency ORI# SCLEDO0G0O
Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division
Prosecuting Officer:  James M Collins - S00179

Ctfense: Misconduct / Misconduct i office, malfeasance,
misfeasance, or nonfeasance

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL g_Og‘.n’:\:nﬂw:Yué:zum
E County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT Aok 21. 2003
Anderson )

Personally appeared before me the affiant James M Collins who

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendent  Brantley Keith Creel
did within this county and state on orabout  4/25/2025
State of South Carclina (or crdinance of County/

in the foilowing particuiars:

vigiate the criminal 'aws of the
Anderson }

D Municipality of

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: \fisconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance

1 further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause Is based on the following facts:

On or about April 25, 2020, in the County of Anderson, SC and while in his official capacity as a law enforcement officer with the
Honea Path Police Department, the defendant, Brantley Creel, willfully and uplawfully failed to properly and faithfully discharge the
duty imposed upon him by law when he used excessive force on the vicmo affect an arrest. The defendant struck
the victima multiple times in the head and face area with the muzzle of a rifle e the victim was on the ground, handcuifed,
nonresistant, and unable to dcfsm- The defendant's action was against the peace and dignity of the State of South Carolina
and in violation of the Common Law of South Carolina. Evidence is based upon witness interviews, BWC videos, and other
information and evidence obtained under SLED Investigation 2025-06408.

Offense Code: 0819
Code/Ordinance Sec: 1 7-23-0030 Signature of Affant M
TR warsm & CERTIFIED—FOR—SERVICE 7T =
R STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
[} County [ Municipaiity of 5] Coumy [ ] Municipaityr )| Aants adéress _P. O. Box 21398
The accused Columbia, SC 29221-
s to be arresied and brought before me o be Anderson ) Affiant’s Telephaone
dealt with according to the law.
LS.
L8) ARREST WARRANT
Signature of Judge
Date: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFF!CER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
RETURN .
A copy of this amest warrant was cdelivered t e orsbout s 20z detencent  Brantley Keith Creel
did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
defendant
0: enda /b PAnTL®7 (et ] Counyt  [] Municpaltyof  Anderson } as set forth below:
K d/CTE 0D
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance
Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
NG O Srcamant ORicer her before me forthwish to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shail be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereaftep@s [gbract
RETURN WARRANT TO: Sworn to ang o ’ )
General Sessions ) Judge's Address 2404 N, Main St.
100 South Main Street Ls) ) Anderson, SC 29621-
Po Box 8002 | Judge's Telephone  (864)260-4156
Anderson, SC 29622 . - _—
< Julige Code: 7013 } issuing Court: X | Magistrate D Municipai B Cirguit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL



ARREST WARRANT

2026A0410101344

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

@ County/ D Municipality of
Anderson
THE STATE 2025-06408
against
James Ross Richey

Address:

Belton, SC 29627-9006

Phone: SSN
Sex: Race: Heightt 6
DL State:
boa: 1987

Prosecuting Agency:

Weight: 225

DL#

Agency ORI#:  SCLEDQ000
State Law Enforcement Division
Prosecuting Officer: James M Collins - S00179

Cffense: Assault / Assault & Battery 3rd degree

Ctfense Code: 3414
Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-03-0600(E)(1)

STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA Form Approved oy

) ORIGINAL S$.C. Attomey Ganers!
E Countyi D Municipatity of ) AFFIDAVIT Apch 21, 2003
Anderson
Personally appeared before me the afiant James M Collins who

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant  James Ross Richey
did within this county and state on orabout  4/25/2025
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of @ County/

in the following particulars:

viclate the cnminal laws of the

Anderson )

D Municipality of

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Agsault / Assault & Battery 3rd degree

[ further state that there Iis probable <¢ause 1o bhelieve that the defendant named
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the foliowing facts:

above did commit

On or about April 25, 2020, in the County of Anderson, SC, the defendant, Officer James Richey, and while employed as an officer
with the Belton Police Department, was involvcd in a vehicle pursuit in which| the driver of the vehicle

being pursued. Richey immobilized the ve! "Neal St., Belton, SC and assisted with the arrest and apprehension of
* While affecting the arrest o chey committed the offense of Assault and Battery 3rd Degree, when he
e nead and face area multiple times with a closed fist whil*vas compliant
and nonresistant. Evidence based upon defendant's statement, victim and witness interviews, BWC vid er information
and evidence obtained under SLED Investigation 2025-06408

s warrant 1S CERTIFIED . TOK  SERVICE n ihe

D County/ D Municipality of

Is o be arrested and brought
deait with according to the [aw.

The accused
tc be

before me

(L.S.)

Signatum of Judge
Date:

RETURN
A copy of this .arrest warrant was delivered to

defendant ‘TA, M GS ﬂf cHey

o 2/ s

g 00 Caw Enforcomant Oficer

RETURN WARRANT TO:

General Sessions

100 South Main Street
Po Box 8002
Anderson, SC 29622

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

Signature of Affiant
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
E County/ D Municigality of ) Affiant's Address ~ P. O. I}ox 21398
Columbia, SC 29221-
Anderson Affiant's Telephone
ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonabie grounds tc believe that
on orabout 4/25/2025 defendant  James Ross Richey
did violete the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordirance of
E County/ D Municipality of Anderson ) as set forth below:
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Assault / Assault & Battery 3rd degree
Having fourd probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed tc atrest the said defendant and bring him or
i amwith according to law. A copy of this Arest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
)
) Judge'sAddress 2404 N, Main St.
ts) ) Anderson, SC 29621-
ﬁy f' ‘ y Judae's Telephone ~ (864)260-4156
ddge Code: 7013 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL



ARREST WARRANT

2026A0410101345

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

County/ D Municipality of
Anderson
THE STATE 2025-06408
against
James Ross Richey

Address:

Belton, SC 29627-9006

Phone:

Sex: : Heightt 6 Weight: 225
DL State:

DOB: 1987 gency CRT#~ SCLED0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division
Prosecuting Officer: James M Collins - S00179
Offense: Assault / Assault & Battery 3rd degree

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL E?mwngng::mt
E County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT A 2% 200
Anderson )

Personally appeared before me the affiant James M Collins who
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant  James Ross Richey

did within this county and state on orabout  4/25/2025 violate the criminal laws of the
State of South Carclina {or crdinance of County/ D Municipality of Anderson )

in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Assanit/ Assault & Battery 3rd degree

| futher state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named

above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

Or or about April 25, 2020, in the County of Anderson, SC, the defendant, Officer James Richey, while employed as an officer with

the Belton Police Department was involved in a vehicle pursuit in whichm-as a passenger in the vehicle bein
pursued. Richey immobilized the vehicle a-O'Ncal St., Belton, SC and assisted with the arrest and apprehension o*

While affecting the arrest o Richey committed the offense of Assault and Battery 3rd Degree. Richey willfully an
unlawfully struc in the nead and face area multiple times with a closed fist while#fas on the ground, handcuffed,
nonresistant, 1m and witness interviews, BWC

unable t0 defan Evidence based upon defendant's statement, vic
videos, and other information and evidence obtained under SLED Investigation 2025-06408,

Offense Code: 3414
Code/Ordi | -060
rdinance Sec 6-03-0 OE)1) Signature of Affiant ~ m_é_
TRis - warrant 15 CERTIFIED ™ TOR  SERVICE W s UTH CARD ~did
STATE OF SO C. LINA
County/ Municipality of
] County ] pality @ Courty! [ Municpsiy o j| Afiants Address P, O.I?sox 21368
. The accused ) Columbia, SC 29221-
IS to Dbe amested and Dbrought betore me to be Anderson Affiant's Telephane
dealt with according to the law.
L.S.
®S) ARREST WARRANT
Signature of Judge
Date: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE CR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that thers are reasonable grounds (o believe that
RETURN

A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered to

defendant __’r /‘4( S ,‘é—’
" _Z/ /97 %./

[

RETURN WARRANT TO:

General Sessions

100 South Main Street
Po Box 8002
Anderson, SC 29622

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

on orabout 4/25/2025 defendant James Ross Richey
did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of

E] County/ D Municipality of Anderson
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Assault / Assault & Battery 3rd degree

} as set forth below:

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having swom before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest VWarrant shall be defivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as

Judge's Address
©s) )

2404 N. Main St.
Anderson, SC 29621-
Judge's Telephone  (§64)260-4156
Issuing Court: Magistrate
ORIGINAL

ey

Judge Code: 7013 )
ORIGINAL

D Municipal

ORIGINAL

D Circuit

ORIGINAL




ARREST WARRANT

2026A0410101346

STATE OF SOUTH CAROCLINA

@ County/ D Municipafity of
Anderson
THE STATE 2025-06408
against
James Ross Richey
Address.
Belton, SC 29627-9006

Phene: SSN
Sex: M Race: Height 6 eight: 225

DL State: oL® I
DOB: ~1987 Agency ORI#:  SCLEDO0000
Prosecuing Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer.  James M Collins - SO0179

Offense: Misconduct / Misconduct 1 office, malfeasance,
misfeasance, or nonfeasance

Offense Code: 0819

CodeiOrdinance Sec:  17-25-0030

IS warrant Is in 1

D County/ D Municipality of

. The accused
s 0 be arrested and brought before me to be
dealt with according to the law.
{Ls)
Signature of Judge
Date:
RETURN
A copy of this arest wamant was delivered to
defendant A‘pff's BD’C ”(f
on /M7 2ZC,
ignature =Aforcome 3
RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
100 South Main Street
Po Box 8002
Anderson, SC 29622
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL ?é',"mféﬁw
K] County! [[] Municipaiity of ) AFFIDAVIT et
Anderson )

Personally appeared before me the affiant James M Collins who
being duly swom deposes and says that defendant  James Ross Richey

did within this county and stale on orabout  4/25/2025 vioiate the criminai laws of the

State of South Carolina {or ordinance of @ County/
in the following particulars:

D Municipality of Anderson )

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: \isconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance

! further state that there is probable cause t{p believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set ferth and that prcbable cause is based on the following facts:

On or about April 25, 2020, in the County of Anderson, SC and while in his official capacity as 2 law enforcement officer with the
Belton Police Department, the defendant, Officer James Richey, willfully and unlawfully failed to properly and faithfully discharge
the duty imposed upon him by law when he used excessive force on the victims*an to affect
arrests. The defendant struck both victims multiple times in the head and face areas with a closed fist whiie the victims were on the
ground and nonresistant. Additionally. was handcuffed prior to the assault. Richey's actions were against the peace and
dignity of the State of South Carolina and 1n violation of the Common Law of South Carolina. Evidence is based upon defendant
statement, victim and witness interviews, BWC videos, and other information and evidence obtained under SLED Investigation

2025-06408.
el -

Signature of Affiant

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

&] County/ D Municioality of ) Affants Address P, O. B-»ox 21398

) Columbia, SC 29221~
Anderson Affiant's Telephone
ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT CFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
it appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that

on orabout 4/25/2025 defendant James Ross Richey

did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of

@ County? D Municipality of Anderson ) as set forth below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, maifeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
her befare me forthwith to be dealt with according to Jaw. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soan thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to ad syscri )

on 7/ 22006 ) .

Judge's Address 2404 N, Main St.
(Ls) ) Anderson, SC 29621-
) Judge’s Telephone  (864)260-4156
) Issuing Court; Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL





