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SLED CHARGES FORMER CHARLESTON POLICE OFFICER
WITH MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) charged Stephen Austin Chavis,
27, with Misconduct in Office on Wednesday, October 7, 2026. The Charleston Police
Department requested the SLED investigation.

Details can be found in the attached warrant.

Chavis was booked into the Sheriff Al Cannon Detention Center in Charleston County.

The case will be prosecuted by the 9t Circuit Solicitor’s Office.
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ARREST WARRANT STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL i'v"'.',i,’ii;.,‘
E County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVILT - .. . BECASIS
2026A1010207075 Charleston )
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Personally appeared before me the affiant Lauren L Pumphrey who
County/ D Municipality of >
being . duly sworn deposes and says that defendant Stephen Austin Chavis
Challeston did within this county and state on orabout  8/28/2026 violate The  criminal Taws of the
4 State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/ D Municipality of Charleston )
THE STATE in the following particulars:
against
Stephen Austin Chavis DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance

aoress: [

Johns Island, SC 29455-3463

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
Phone: SSN; the crime set forth and that probable cause is based .on the following facts:
Sex M Race: W Height: 6 2 Weight 175
DL State: DL #
DOB: 1999 Agency ORI #:

Prosecuting Agency:  Sled Alcohol Enforcement/Vice Services

Prosecuting Officer.  Lauren L Pumphrey - S01596

offense: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance,
misfeasance, or nonfeasance

Offense Code: 0819 '
Code/Ordinance Sec:  17-25-0030

- Signature of Affiant ‘
This warrant 18 CERTIFIED  FOR_ SERVICE in_ (he ) : [ J /

5 5 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
County/ Municipality of ) s
[:I D pality E‘ Coaniyl L__] Mucidoality of ) Affiant's Address 104 Simmons Street
The accused Walterboro, SC 29488-
is lo be amested and brought before me to be Charleston ) Affiant's Telephone
dealt with according to the law.
(L.S.)

ARREST WARRANT

Signature of Judge

Date: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds 1o believe that
RETURN . :

v X on orabout 8/28/2026 defendant  Stephen Austin Chavis

£ NEE U UL S e e did violate th iminal | f the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
violale the criminal laws ol

defendant gTE_PH&N CHﬂ'U s @ - D Municipality of Chirleston ) as set forth below:
o _19/77202¢  O6l3

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance
(W

i % % : Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed fo arrest the said defendant and bring him or
gnalure ol nsial aw orcemen icer

her before me forthwith to be dealt with according lo law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable

ST AN Ta Sworn to and subscribed before me )
- on 10/ 6/2026 ) . .
General Sessions f Judge's Address 5962 Highway 165, Suite 200
Charleston County Judicial Center 8. ) Ravenel, SC 29470-
3 ighaturd of Tssuing Judge . Judge's Teleph -
100 Broad Street, Suite 106 Misitelts T Mieriatn ) udge's Telephone  (843)889-8332 ;
Charleston, SC 29401 Judge Code: 7318 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL




T———

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

AFFIDAVIT

Personally appeared before me, a magistrate of this County, one, Special Agent Lauren Lance Pumphrey, of the
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED), who, first being duly sworn, deposes and says that

STEPHEN AUSTIN CHAVIS
w/M DOB: I 1999

oL: sC I

did within this County and State on the 28 day of August 2026, violate the criminal laws of the State of South
Carolina in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE
Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance
17-25-0030 (Common Law)
CDR: 0819

The affiant states that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit the crime(s) set
forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:
That on August 28, 2026, while in Charleston County, SC, at

Charleston, SC,
defendant, STEPHEN AUSTIN CHAVIS, did commit the offense of MISCONDUCT IN OFFIC

E, to wit;

While employed with the Charleston Police Department and acting in his capacity as a sworn police officer, the
defendant, did commit the crime of Misconduct in Office, in that he did willfully and unlawfully commit misconduct
in his public office, by acts and omissions of malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in breach of his duties to the
public. On the above date, the defendant responded to a call for service for a welfare check on a resident at the

above address. While at the residence, the defendant received oral sex from the resident on whom he was
conducting the welfare check.

The above information was revealed through the investi
Agents, is witness to prove the same against the form
peace and dignity of the State.

Sworn to and Subscribe%before me Wm

this _&7%1day of 2026 Sp%aal Agent Lauren Lance Pumpﬂrey
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
104 Simmons Street

Walterboro, SC 29488

843-782-3822

gation by South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Special
of the statute in such case made and provided against the

S‘{ghafu}e of Judge




